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Regime change in Syria and fall of Bashar al asad

The stunning collapse of more than 53 years 
of al-Assad family rule has been described as 
a historic moment – nearly 14 years after 
Syrians rose in peaceful protests against a 
government that met them with violence that 
quickly spiralled into a bloody civil war.

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2024/12/10/syria


❖ The issue here is the collapse of the Bashar al-Assad regime 
(Ba’ath Party); the latter has been in power in one form or 
another since 1963. 

❖ Syria has largely been a secular society; while promoting 
plurality, an Alawite (Shia) minority has ruled without any 
pretence of democracy.

❖ It has been strategically aligned with Shia Iran from where 
Syria has received much of its weaponry and funding. 

❖ The existence of a pro-Iran regime in Syria facilitated Iran’s 
proxy war strategy in the Levant.

❖ A civil war broke out in Syria in 2011 after the Assad regime 
targeted exponents of the Arab Spring who were demanding 
greater democracy. 

❖ It raged till 2018, involving a plethora of players with interest in 
the region. First was the US, which supported the rebels against 
the Assad regime due to the latter’s anti-Israel, pro-Iran 
approach.



❖ The second was Iran whose entire strategy of control of the 
Levant — through proxies steered by its Islamic Revolutionary 
Guard Corps — and hence, the ability to threaten Israel, was 
contingent upon an aligned Syria. 

❖ Hezbollah extended this control into south Lebanon. That 
brought in Israel, too.

❖ Third was Russia, with its deep interest in a foothold in the 
Middle East, particularly in the various facilities around the 
strategic port city of Latakia on the Mediterranean, the only 
warm-water base with the Russian Navy outside the Black Sea. 

❖ The advent of ISIS in 2014 complicated matters as it fought 
against every other element. 

❖ The Gulf nations, led by Saudi Arabia and Turkey, too joined 
indirectly in support of the opposition forces against Assad, 
converting a political civil war into an ideological one.



❖ After the defeat of ISIS in 2018, The chaotic withdrawal of the 
US from Afghanistan, the Ukraine war and then Gaza — all of 
these took attention away from Syria between 2020 and ’23.

❖ However, control of the Levant was with Iran. 

❖ Which is why it is surprising that the Hayat Tahrir al Sham 
(HTS) managed to build itself up to such a militarily powerful 
position as to rout the Syrian Army.

❖ First, the utter mismanagement of governance by Assad, leading 
to the people’s support switching completely to the opposition. 

❖ Second is the weakening of the Iranian hold over the Levant as a 
result of the erosion of Hezbollah in south Lebanon over the last 15 
months, and particularly since the recent Israeli offensive.

❖ Third, the deterrent presence of Russian Special Forces and the 
Russian Air Force became less effective as the Ukraine war had a 
debilitating effect on Russian capability in the Middle East.

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/everyday-explainers/russia-invasion-ukraine-history-creation-explained-7791147/


❖ It’s important to understand the likely immediate effects of the 
overthrow of Assad. 

❖ First, Iran’s supply chain to Hezbollah is now compromised, 
thus potentially delaying or making impossible the 
refurbishment of its military capability to take on Israel.

❖  Second, this will have an indirect effect on the war in Gaza 
where Israel can make military victory the focus of its resources 
and attention. 

❖ Third, the Russian absence strengthens American stakes and, 
potentially, Saudi influence in the Levant, although Saudi 
strategic focus appears to be changing. 

❖ It is after many years that Iran’s capability to influence a rising 
Shia crescent has been curbed.

❖ We should hope that HTS does not evolve along the lines of ISIS, 
declaring Caliphate. Otherwise, another theatre of war would 
open up on the Levant front, much like in 2014. 



How to address Manipur unrest..?

Government of India has the wrong 
approach in Manipur. Here’s what it 

needs to do

The primary concern should no doubt be to 
put down violence. This should, however, be 
quickly followed or even accompanied by an 

effort to address the grievances, find a 
middle ground, reconcile differences.



❖ Manipur is a classic example of how not to deal with an internal 
security problem. 

❖ Not that it is a simple problem. It is an explosive cocktail of 
ethnic conflicts, tribal insurgency, drug trafficking, and 
infiltration from across the Myanmar border. 

❖ The tragedy is that the problem is getting more complex with 
every passing month. Such a scenario is deeply unfortunate 
because the country has enormous expertise in dealing with 
diverse internal security challenges. 

❖ We look back with pride that, in the past, we defeated one of the 
most lethal manifestations of terrorism in Punjab, that 
insurgency in the Northeast has generally been contained, 
that the Maoist rebellion is on its last legs and that cross-
border terrorism in J&K has been kept well within limits.



What has gone wrong in Manipur? 

❖ The Government of India is, unfortunately, treating the 
situation primarily as a law and order problem.

❖ There was a recrudescence of violence in the state 
recently. Our response has been to send 90 additional 
companies of Central Armed Police Forces (CAPF) to the 
state and impose the Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act 
(AFSPA) in the jurisdiction of six police stations in the 
Valley areas, including at Jiribam.

❖  The state has been saturated with forces.

❖ However, what Manipur needs today is a healing 
touch. Unfortunately, there is hardly any meaningful 
political initiative and there are few confidence-building 
measures. And so, the state is sinking into an abyss.



❖ It was on May 3, 2023, that ethnic violence erupted in 
Manipur between the Meiteis, a majority that lives in the 
Imphal Valley, and the Kuki-Zo tribals, who inhabit the 
surrounding Hills.

❖ The primary concern should no doubt be to put down violence. 

❖ This should, however, be quickly followed or even accompanied by 
an effort to address the grievances, find a middle ground, 
reconcile the differences, form peace committees at different 
levels, and take such political initiatives which convince the 
people of the government’s sincerity and inspire confidence. 

❖ There should be, what is called, the WHAM approach — winning 
hearts and minds.

❖ There were periods of lull in Manipur which could have 
been utilised to initiate a dialogue between the rival groups 
and come to some kind of modus vivendi.



❖ The PM should declare President’s Rule in the state and send, as governor, a dynamic police or army 
officer of integrity who has experience in counter-insurgency, preferably someone who has served in the 
northeast.

❖ The administration would need to be completely revamped. 

❖ It should be made clear to all and sundry that there would be no compromise on the integrity of Manipur.

❖ Strict action against Those indulging in or inciting violence; those trying to give a religious colour to the 
conflict and have been responsible for vandalising temples or churches; and those involved in drug 
trafficking.

❖ There should be a well-organised attempt to disarm people of the unlicensed and prohibited bore 
weapons they may have acquired from any source.

❖ A time limit should be given and those found holding such weapons after the expiry of that time limit 
should be booked under the National Security Act.

❖ Peace committees should be formed in every district comprising representatives of every 
section/group/tribe. There should be a peace committee at the state level also comprising senior leaders of 
different sections/groups/tribes.



Does POSH Act apply to political parties..?



❖ The Supreme Court recently heard a PIL advocating for 
the application of The Sexual Harassment of Women at 
Workplace (Prevention, Prohibition and Redressal) Act, 
2013 (commonly known as the POSH Act, 2013) to 
political parties.

❖ The petitioner highlighted inconsistencies in the 
presence of Internal Complaints Committees (ICCs) 
within political parties to address sexual harassment 
complaints.

❖ The court directed the petitioner to approach the 
Election Commission of India (ECI), deeming it the 
appropriate authority to encourage political parties to 
establish mechanisms compliant with the POSH Act.





Applicability of the POSH Act to Political Parties: Legal Challenges

Section 3(1) of the POSH Act
❖ Section 3(1) of the POSH Act ensures protection against sexual harassment for women at 

workplaces.

❖ The Act broadly defines "workplace" to include both public and private organisations, hospitals, 
sports venues, homes, and locations visited during employment.

❖ However, its application to political parties is unclear due to their unique structure.

Issue raised by the Kerala HC

❖ The Kerala High Court addressed this in Centre for Constitutional Rights Research and Advocacy 
v. State of Kerala & Ors (2022).

❖ The court ruled that political parties lack an employer-employee relationship with their 
members and do not fit the definition of a "workplace" under the POSH Act.

❖ This raises legal and structural challenges in ensuring accountability for sexual harassment 
within political organisations.



Thank you
Address

B-47, Main Road Shivalik 
Enclave, Block-B, Shivalik Colony, 
Malviya Nagar, New Delhi-110017

Phone Number +91 8178833167

tel:+91%208178833167

	Slide 1: The Hindu News Analysis 
	Slide 2: Regime change in Syria and fall of Bashar al asad
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7: How to address Manipur unrest..?
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12: Does POSH Act apply to political parties..?
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16

